CHAPTER IV
MODES OF WORSHIP IX THE TELUGU
COUNTRY
LBT us suppose that an attack of cholera or small-
pox has broken out in a village of South India, We
will take a village in the Telugu country, in one of the
more backward districts, where life is lived under more
primitive conditions than in places where large towns
and railways and the influence of the Brahmans have
tended to change old-fashioned ideas and customs.
A Telugu Village. The village deity, in this
particular village, is called Peddamma, the great
mother. The epidemic is a sign that she is angry and
requires to be propitiated. So a collection is made for
the expenses of a festival, or a rich man offers to pay
all expenses, and a propitious day is selected, which in
this village may be any day except Sunday or Thursday,
Then the potter of the village is instructed to make
a clay image of the great mother, and the carpenter to
make a small wooden cart, and a buffalo is chosen as
the chief victim for the sacrifice.
When the appointed day arrives, the buffalo is
sprinkled all over with yellow turmeric* while
garlands of margosa leaves are hung round its neck
and tied to its horns. At about two p.m. it is conducted
round the village in procession to the sound of music and
the beating of tom-toms. The two sections of the
Outcastes, the Malas and the Madigas, take the leading
(* Curcuma long* is an Indian plant from the rootstock of
which a powder called turmeric is extracted. This powder is
used as a dye and also as one of the ingredients of curry-
powdte,